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Assisi Offset

Servent of God
Msgr. Joseph K.W Thomas Kandathil

Born : 27.10. 1904 Died: 12. 12. 1991
Servent of God : 24. 10. 2019

Founder and Director
Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate (ASMI)

“Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these my brothers, you did for me”.
(Mt. 25:40)




Dea rIy beloved snsters m Chrlst 'J’esus S
“¢odsglory|n man fuIIy alive”, St Iranaéus thei:'a,.;, :
& father of the Church said in the first’ century This {/ iy
-endeavour to start a bulletin in the name of ou‘rr
Father Founder, ‘KERALA DAMfEN’ indeed
praiseworthy. God has pleasedW|thyoureffort God
~is certainly glorlﬁed in all the words, you have
- broughtforthin this bulletin. Heartly congratulatlons e
to you my dear sisters. We are happy to see this. '
“There are many talents hidden in you all. Letitcome
out. May God bless you. May this bulletin brlngglory -~
to Jesus and to ASMI famlly It will be great help for/®
your own sanctlflcatlon and of the world at Iarge‘
~ Thanksbeto God. - '

; Imploring God sabundant blessmgs

/|
)
“Fappy to know that ASMI St. Joseph province is )

coming out with ‘Kerala Damien’, a bulletin to
familiarise the charism of our congregation to the
horizons. | am sure the publication will reflect the
ethos and spirit of our Congregation. Let it be a
channel to convey our vision, mission and passion. A
journal of this calibre definitely calls for the co-
ordination and efforts of an efficient team. Accept
my appreciation for the hardwork behind it. | wish all
the success and heavenly blessings for the venture.

Sr. Celestine Francis

Sister General |
Assisi St. Francis Generalate
Greengardens, Cherthala 7

Sr. Jaya Francis
Provincial
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brotlnen you did for me” (Wt 25:40)

God our loving Father from His providence
called and anointed our Father Founder
Msgr. Joseph Kandathil to be an instrument of
this compassionate love to serve the poor and
rejected ones of the society. Let us thank and
praise God Almighty with our Father Founder.

Jesus our beloved Master, the owner of our being is blessing and guiding
each of us to radiate this compassionate love to the least ones whom we come in
contact with.

With a greatful heart | thank God and the young sisters who took an
initiative to start this new venture, of publishing a news bulletin. Let God
Almighty be glorified and our Father Founder may be made known to the people
around through this simple act. May God bless you all. Thanks be to God.

Sr. Smitha Mary

THROUGH THE PAGES OF HISTORY

Founder’s Name . Msgr. Joseph K.W. Thomas Kandathil
Name of the Congregation
Institution day
Congregation Day

Raised to Pontifical Right : 28" April 1986
Demise of Father Founder  : 12" December 1991

Declaration of Servent of God : 24" October 2019

: 2™ February 1942
: 2™ April 1949

Our Father Founder, Very Rev. Msgr. Joseph K.W. Thomas Kandathil,
a priest of the Archdiocese of Ernakulam - Angamaly, known as Kerala Damien,
offered his life in intense prayer and deep recollection to love and serve the poor
and the afflicted. He shared the missionary dimension of Franciscan life, to
evangelize and proclaim the Good News. As we have inherited from our Father
Founder we “The Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate”, continue this loving service
to the sick, suffering and the rejected in the soceity especially the leprosy
stricken brothren, differently abled children and HIV affected people.

. Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate (ASMI)

‘KERALA DAMIEN’ TO THE PRIVILEGE OF
SERVENT OF GOD IN THE CHURCH

Very Rev Msgr. Joseph K. W. Thomas Kandathil is the founder of the
Greengarden institutions and the congregation of the ‘Assisi Sisters of Mary

Immaculate’. Came to be known as ‘Kerala Damien’ dedicated his life to the
service of lepers. God made him a tool to change the complexion of
Anatharaveli. He turned the graveyard into green gardens. God blessed him

with the privilage of ‘The Servant of God’ so that the Glory of God would reach
unto the ends of the world.

The declaration of the Servant of God held at Greengardens, Cherthala on
6" Feb 2020. Sister General welcomed all the dignitaries. Cardinal Mar. George
Alencherry inaugurated the function and spoke earnestly about the heroic life
of our Father Founder. Rev. Dr. Jose Pollayil read the vatican’s Non Objection
Decree dated 24. 10. 2019 to declare Msgr. Joseph Kandathil a Servant of God.
Mar. Antony Kariyil, Arch Bishop of Ernakulam Angamaly expressed his
experience and loving care of Father Founder and founding sisters to him and
his family and he reminded the hardships taken by our Father Founder for the
development of Mathilakam. Mar. James Raphael Anaparambil shared his
experience with our Founder, while he was a young priest. Bishop Emeritus
Mar. Stephen Athippozhiyil was also present in the ceremony. About 400
people, including our provincials, sisters, priests, sisters from other
congregation, representatives from the parish and members of Kandathil family
participated in the ceremony.
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CARING LOVE OF He wa;}s always a sfpri]ritual fatheLto usr,1 beca#seI Pf\e wa; such a G?‘dly Iinan.I Praye(;
was the energy of his service through out his life. | have seen him kneeling an
OUR FATHER FOUNDER praying hours together before the Blessed Sacrament in SH chapel. He taught us
.. . how to trust in God and to stay close to God in times of trouble. He had great
At the Age of twelve, | joined the ASMI congregation, devotion to Blessed Sacrament and he began perpetual adoration at SH Chapel
that gared for the poor and Iepe,rs. From that t|me.on,‘l Cherthala. Thousands of people come here today to pray and experience
experienced our Father Founder’s love and care untill his God’s love
death. For me he was a father and mother. In 1952, | was ' Sr. Bosco Mary
in‘Charge Of |ab0ratary Of S H HOSpita|, there WEre NO s ———— — o —  —  — N — N — ] — N — N — N — ] — N — N — — ] — — 1 — —
trained sisters except Sr. Celene, who was the in-charge of MAGNANIMOUS SERVICE OF 30 YEARS
pharmacy of the hospital at Cherthala. | could not have
lunch in time, because of my busy work in the laboratory. IN GERMANY
So | used to take lunch at 3 pm. One day, as | was doing my ) o
duty in the lab, our Father Founder came and stood behind St. Francis region in Germany
me in the laboratory. When | got up to greet him, he asked celebrated its 30 years of Jubilee as
me. Did you have lunch? No, | replied. He told me to go a thanks giving to God who guided
and eat. | tried to close the door of the laboratory but he us all throughout these years. On
didnot allow and waited there in front of the lab untill | ‘ 14" October 1989, sisters Juliet,
returned to the lab after lunch. When | reached the lab, he ' Rosilin, Suso, Selvi, Telma, Arpitha
smiled at me as loving, caring and protecting mother and \ Mercitta, Lissia and Trinitha with
gave me a warning that now you are quiet young. If you do \ Provincial Sr. Michael and councillor
not lake care of your health, you would become sick. Sr. Florence came to Germany and
| experienced his loving care many times in my life. He r)! ' started our mission. Our sisters
helped me to grow even when | was in Rome for my higher ' stayed with Franciscan sisters in
studies by writting letters with inspiring messages. ’ ’ their mother house for the first few
Sr. Hyacintha Mary ; months. Intheinitial stages we were helped out by the Franciscanssisters. Inthe
year 1990 one of the Franciscan sisters, Sr. Edelgardies together with Sr. Rosilin
took up the responsibility of one of the old age homes, which was running under
ﬁ OUR FATHER FOUNDER the Caritas organisation of the Bamberg Diocese. Later in the year 1993 Sr. Juliet
Coam ’ with sisters Telma and Trinitha took up the responsibility from Sr. Edelgardies, of
B “A MAN OF PRAYER | the old age home at Egerburg.
& *' 30 of our sisters are now doing the selfless service in 6 communities under
” 3 Dioceses. Two communities take up the responsibilities of other four houses,
COMPASSION » including the administration. Sisters joyfully offer their time and health for the
good of the people who are entrusted to our care. We try to live out our charism
God chooses the right people for each period of N through our activities and as a model religious for others, to whom we come in
time to do great things for the good of mankind. Andlam contact with. The Caritas organisation which entrusted us their two old age
sure that our Father Founder was such a man chosen by . homes used to appreciate us saying that we run these two houses in German
God. The ministry he began at Cherthala has spread in style.
different countries. | am convinced that this happened 30" Jubilee celebration was an opportunity to thank God for all His care and
only because of his outstanding holiness. | was simply support. We celebrated the Jubilee in our regional house at Eggolsheim together
touched by his childlike trust and love towards God. with many of the priests from near by communities and our benefactors.
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During the Eucharistic celebration we prayed in a special way for our regional
superior Sr. Juliet, councillors Sr. Telma and Trinitha and for the sisters Selvi,
Lissia, Mercitta who accepted the will of God and started the service in Germany
30years back.

‘u‘___/

They never became tired in sufferings and hardships which they had to
face at the initial stages, instead they became a guiding lamp for all by holding
the sisters together. The “Muthuchippi” that they offered during the Eucharistic
celebration symbolised the efforts and struggles that they had undertakenin the
last 30 years, to be a precious pearlin the hands of God.

We also remembered and prayed for the sisters, who offers their services
in Germany as well asin India and Africa. We believe that our existence hereisa
great help for the people to experience the compassionate love of our Heavenly
Father. “We are trying to hold the good things which we received as a gift from
God”. Cherishing the word of our beloved Sr. Juliet “we go forward to spread the
kingdom of God”.

AFRICAN MISSION

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation.” (mk. 16:15)

Holding these words so close to our heart we started our African Mission.
We the Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate arrived in Africa with 5 sistersin 2003 to
preach the good news to the people in Africa. Sisters make use of their time and
talents to raise worthy children and nurture healthy people. They share their
time with the people in singing, eating and dancing as part of inculturation. The
windows of knowledge are opened to them with the intention of making them
superior citizens for the better tomorrow. They are educated through regular
education. Ahospital was established toimprove health inthe society.

Our sisters are eagerly participating in parish activities to foster them to
lead a better christian life. We thank God for helping us to continue our mission,

enjoying the love of
Christ. As we are
completing the 17"
year of our mission in
Africa, God has blessed
us in many ways. Now
we have 12 sisters, who
all have joyfully opted
this mission. We are
working in medical
and educational
apostolate. The young

girls in Africa were attracted by our way of life and Jomed W|th us. Now we have
seven candidates with much vigour and enthusiasm. Following the example of
our Father Founder, we try to spread our charisminand around us.

Itis a challenge to spread the christian faith without fear or compromise
in front of the difficulties encountered. We work hard to give them a true image
of the church and real liberation of the human person.

VISION FOR A BETTER “TOMORROW”

When our Father Founder
started the school for the Deaf and
Blind at Neerpara in the year 1968,
he had the great vision that these
children in no way should be left
aside, but should be given every
possible opportunities to overcome
their disabilities and excell in their
lives.

Tremendous effort has been
put in by the management and staff
of this school for the past 52 years to
fulfil the vision and dreams of our
Beloved Founder. Inloving memory
of this Servant of God Msgr. Joseph
Kandathil this year we have
constructed a swimming pool with
ultramodern facilities and have started a swimming acadamy with the vision of
training the deaf children in various survival and safety measures. We hope that
in a state like Kerala which is at high risk of frequent floods and natural calamities,
these training will help these children to save their own lives as well as of others
whoarein need.
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“CARE OF HAND AND FOOT”

We have created
simple service packages
based on the needs of the
lepers at Raichur. Every
Saturday the Assisi NGO
staff visit the leprosy colony
and protect the wounds
from further harm.
Necessary treatment brings
the lepers to comfort and
enable them to live a better
life. We take classes on
health and hygiene to
understand and solve their mental problems. Our frequent visits, care and
concern help them to come out of their mental worries. We also extend our
helping hands to patients with ulcer complications and reactions by admitting
themin our hospital free of cost.
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AWARENESS PROGRAMME AT THALAVADY

Our sisters in
Thalavady belonging to
Mary Matha region Tamil
Nadu conducted a
programme of Community
Empowerment. It is an
initiative by our sisters to
increase knowledge and
share information for
upgrading health and
Hygiene amoung the
people of the locality.

PAIN AND PALLIATIVE CARE
AT MANVETTOM

An approach by sisters at
Manvettom improves the
quality of life of patients in the
locality, and their family facing
the problem associated with life
threatening illness. By bringing
the bed ridden patients to the
hospital and giving them proper
care and treatment, we try to
reduce their pain and prepare

them for a peaceful death.

s R

VISION - MISSION - PASSION

A two days power conference was conducted for the junior sisters by Rev.
Fr. Roby Kannanchira CMI, from 7 - 8 March 2020 at our Provincialate. 57 sisters
attended the seminar, and all the young minds were enlightened with new
insights and ideas. These two days went on well with group discussions, brain
storming, group dynamics, presentations etc... under the guidence of Fr. Roby.
The seminar helped the participants to come out with new plannings and
findings for the better future of the province and its apostolate.

Apostolic Exhortations of
Pope Francis

1. “Querida Amazonia” - Post
Synodal Exhortation to the
people of God and to all
persons of Good will (2™ February
2020).

2. “Christus Vivit” - Post Synodal
Exhortation to young people
and to the entire people of God
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The perseverance in the call for 50 years
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Silver Jubilarians with gratitude
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CARING HANDS
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CARING HANDS
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CONDURWNE

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

Income Tax Act, Section 12 A
12 A registration is a one - time registration which is granted by the Income
Tax Department to trust and other not for profit organisations. Hence, it is
necessary for all Trusts, NGO’s and other Not for - profit organisations to be
80 G of section 12 A of the Income Tax Act.

QUIZ CORNER

Whatis the Pentateuch?

What language was most of the new testament originally written?
When was the new testament written?

St. Paul was shipwrecked on what island?

What tribeis Paul from?

Which was the first book written in book formin the Bible?

Which was the first Bible, printed language in Asia?

What was the name of the first malayalam translation of the Bible?
Which isthe Gospel with most characters?

10 Whichisthe Gospel known as the Gospel of the poor?

NB:- Dear sisters you may answer the questions as a community and send to us

using mail id given below.

mail id:- keraladamienbulletin@gmail.com
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